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WHAT’S 

MISSING IN 

THE MIDDLE?





Missing Middle in Diagram











Some 
Questions 
to Ponder

• What is it we are trying to 
protect?

• The back yard
• Neighbourhood character
• Affordability
• Impacts of climate change

• What makes up the 
neighbourhood character?

• Land use and density – zoning?
• Built form – size, setbacks, landscaping, vegetation?
• The residential composition?
• Something else – walkability, green credentials, health, 

happiness?

• Are we zoning great walkable 
places out of existence?

• Can neighbourhood character be 
preserved while increasing 
density?

• What will influence opinion? 
• Design excellence and innovation
• Sustainable outcomes in response to climate policy
• Changing preferences – what will Generation Z want?
• Affordability / fair go for all

• If we continue down this path, 
where will be end up?
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Changing of the Guard







CALIFORNIA



CALIFORNIA

State down 
approach



MINNEAPOLIS



MINNEAPOLIS

Upzoning

Grass-roots
consultation



VANCOUVER



VANCOUVER

Duplexes 
allowed in 

99% of residential land



TORONTOTORONTO



Changing the Conversation















Housing 
Affordability

The fact that the 
chance of owning 
a home for 25-35 
year olds has 
dropped to just 
22% is a wake up 
call to any average 
Australian citizen



DO WE PASS THE PUB TEST?



Developer challenges ruling on 
townhouses in low density zone

“We will fight this to the death,” Mrs Fraser said.

“If they started with something that was a bit more considerate of 
the environment and the neighbourhood we may not have got so 
up in arms. This proposal was about as offensive as it could get.”









Land Use V Form & Tenure



Cookie-cutter Designs



Symmetry  I  Balance  I  Harmony

Fort Greene neighbourhood
Brooklyn, NYC

Portobello neighbourhood
Notting Hill, London

The Mansions rowhouses
Milton, Brisbane





Deliver on the Promise



Innovation



Design Competition









GETTING TO YES –
No Silver Bullet

• Community 
engagement

• Representative, honest, 
informed, problem-
solving

• Brave Public / 
Planning Policy

• Focused on affordability, 
community need, 
environment

• Form based V Zone 
based codes

• State led V local control

• Design Excellence & 
Innovation

• Demonstration Projects

• Design Competitions

• Innovative Housing 
Models

• Nightingale, Tiny house

• Sustainability



Call to Action


